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swine by this decisive victory. The inhabitants of
the seven " mountains," or Bcrda, which now form
the eastern portion of the principality, chose that
moment for concluding a defensive alliance with the
victors, with whom they were formally incorporated
eighty years later. In memory of their former inde-
pendence, the full title of the sovereign is still " Prince
and Lord of Montenegro and the Berda " (kniaz i
gospodar slobodne Crnegore i Brdacli).

Scarcely less productive of results was the first
appearance of Russia in Montenegrin history. In
1710 Peter the Great, involved in war with the Turks,
sought to raise the Christians of the Balkan Peninsula
against them. Following the advice of a Herze-
govinian noble, he included the Montenegrins in his
appeal One of the national ballads describes the
enthusiasm with which the Czar's emissary, Milo
Radovic, was received at Cetinje. The Emperor's
letter, we are told, began with an account of his
victories over the Swedes, " Pultava's day/1 and the
treason and death of Mazeppa, and went on to say
how, in revenge, the Swedish monarch had urged 01
the Turks against him. u But," so runs the letter, " 1
place my trust above all in the stalwart arms of the
Montenegrin braves, who assuredly will help me to
deliver Christendom, to raise up temples of the
true faith and to add splendour to the Slav name.
Warriors of the Black Mountain, you are of the same
creed, the same language as ourselves ; like us, you
know no fear. Arise then, heroes worthy of the
brave days of old, and remain a nation, which has
no peace with the Turks." At these words the